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SCOTTISH

CHILDREN’S REPORTER

ADMINISTRATION

STATEMENT OF GROUNDS

Section 67 Ground
The children’s reporter has arranged a children’s hearing for Liam Bruce (6th November - age 11)  because the reporter believes the following ground(s) apply DOCPROPERTY "RAD43F" \* MERGEFORMAT :

that in terms of section 67(2)(a) of the Children’s Hearings (Scotland) Act 2011, he is likely to suffer unnecessarily or his health or development is likely to be seriously impaired, due to a lack of parental care.
Supporting Facts
1.
Liam Bruce was born on 6 November (age 11).  He lives with his mother, Mrs Lindy  Bruce 
and at the family home at 20 Hope Street, Anytown.

2.
Mrs Bruce has misused alcohol in the past whilst caring for Liam.   On five occasions in 20** 
Mrs Bruce was drunk whilst caring for Liam to the extent that she was unsteady on her feet 
and was slurring her speech. 

3.
Since October 20**, Mrs Bruce has been drinking alcohol frequently  to such an extent that 
this has adversely affected her ability to provide adequate care for Liam.  For example:
(a) Mrs Bruce has fallen asleep because of alcohol intoxication while being responsible for Liam‘s care.
(b) When Mrs Bruce arrived to collect Liam from school during the afternoon of 14 January 20**, she was under the influence of alcohol to an extent that she was unsteady on her feet and her speech was slurred.

4.
On at least three occasions since November 20** Mrs Bruce has allowed other adults to drink 
alcohol in the family home.  Examples of this happened on 19 November, 7 and 17 December 
20**.  This has resulted in the adults present engaging in antisocial behaviour in the early 
hours of the following morning, playing loud music, singing, shouting and swearing.  Liam was 
in the family home at the time and was adversely affected by Mrs Bruce allowing these people 
to drink alcohol in the family home and this antisocial behaviour to continue.  For example 
Liam’s sleep has been disrupted and he was frightened by the adults’ behaviour.  

5.
Since October 20** Mrs Bruce has often been unable to attend to Liam‘s needs in the 
morning due to her being asleep.  This has resulted in, for example:

(a) Liam having to get himself up and out to school on occasions.
(b) Mrs Bruce has not ensured that Liam has attended school regularly and on time.  Liam requires additional learning support due to his particular educational needs.  The provision of this support has been disrupted by his poor attendance.
(c) Liam has attended school hungry having not had breakfast and without a break time snack.
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Notes

The children’s hearing will ask the child and relevant persons if they accept the statement of grounds.  If the statement of grounds is accepted the children’s hearing will discuss with the child and relevant persons what is best for the child.  If the statement of grounds is not accepted in full the hearing may proceed on the basis of any ground that is accepted or discharge the referral or tell the reporter to apply to the sheriff who will decide if a ground is proved.  
If the sheriff decides that a ground is proved, the children’s hearing will then discuss what is best for the child, as if this  ground had been accepted.  If no ground is accepted or proved, the referral will be discharged.
Rehabilitation of Offenders Act 1974

If a ground which is accepted or established is an offence committed by the child, then it will form a record that may have to be disclosed at a later date to potential employers.  A leaflet explaining the Act in more detail is enclosed if the statement of grounds specifies an offence by the child.

