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    The Perception –”Prostitution“ 

or Sex Industry Triangle 

  

”Child Prostitute“ /”Rent Boy“ /Sex Worker 

Punter / Customer Pimp / Facilitator 

This model suggests that a child or young person is choosing 
their lifestyle; it allows facilitators, pimps and punters to justify 
and attempt to legitimise their abuse of children.  



The Reality 

  

Abused Child/Young Person 

Child Abuser Child Sex Offender 

In the Protection Triangle we see that the child is a victim who needs 

protection from adult perpetrators. This reflects that there is a supply 

and demand side to the problem and that intervening in the entire 

system will have a more successful outcome than focusing on any 

individual part. 



 Pattern of Control 

 

 

Engagement Dependency 
Taking 
control 

Dominance 



Groomed Victim’s Triangle 

  

Groomed Victim 

Boy/Girlfriend Boy/Girlfriend’s friend 



Exploitation Intro – 
DVD 

Beyond The Shadows’



     What is CSE? 

Child Sexual Exploitation is a form of child 
sexual abuse in which a person (s) of any age takes 
advantage of a power imbalance to force or 
entice a child into engaging in sexual activity in 
return for something received by the child 
and/or those perpetrating or facilitating this 
abuse.  

 

As with other forms of child sexual abuse, the 
presence of perceived consent does not 
undermine the abusive nature of the act. 

 
 

National Definition 2016 



  Consent 

 

In the context of child sexual exploitation, 
the term ‘consent’ refers to whether or not 
a child understands how one gives 
consent, withdraws consent and what 
situations (such as intoxication, duress, 
violence) can compromise the child or 
young person’s ability to consent freely to 
sexual activity. 

 



Young People’s Definitions 

 When a person uses a young person for sex: to 
make money or for their own enjoyment 

 Getting to know someone, listening to them and 
talking about their problems. Making them trust 
you and then using them for sex or selling 
them to someone else 

 Earning trust and making you do things that 
you wouldn’t normally do 

 Getting closer and closer to a young person with  

 malicious intent 

 



 Any thoughts or questions? 
 



Identifying vulnerability  
and risk 

 Vulnerability factors – aspects of a child’s 

historical or current circumstances which 
may make them more susceptible to 
targeting and grooming for sexual 
exploitation 

 Risk indicators – signs or ‘symptoms’ 

which might alert you that a young person 
could be experiencing sexual exploitation  

 



CSE 
VULNERABILITY 

 FACTORS 

 
Bereavement and 

Loss 

Problematic 
parenting/lack of or 
no adult guidance or  

supervision 

Poor health and/or well being 

History of 
Missing episodes 

Substance, 
drug, alcohol 

misuse 

Associating with other 
young people involved 

in exploitation 

History of 
disadvantage and/or   

abuse 

Learning 
Difficulties 

Disengaged from 
education 



      Indicators 



 



Typology of Online Interactions 

Online  
locations 

Social  
networking  

sites 
 

Instant  
Messaging 

apps 

Photosharing 
apps 

Online 
gaming 

Webcam  
chat 

Games 
Consoles 

with  
wifi 

Blackberry Messenger 

(BBM); Facebook Chat; 

WhatsApp 

Snapchat; Flickr; 

Instagram  

Xbox Live; Playstation 

Network; Wii; Nintendo 

DS  

Facebook; Google+; Bebo; Youtube; 

LinkedIn; Pinterest; Tumblr; Twitter; 

Tagged  

Skype; 

Chatroulette; 

Omegle  

Second Life; Habbo 

Hotel; Dungeons 

and Dragons 



     CSE in the News 



Models of 

Exploitation 

Organised 

Trafficking 

Gang 

Technology inc 

Image 

distribution 

Boyfriend Peer 

Opportunistic Family 



Boys and Young Men 

• Boys less likely to be identified as victims 

 

• In line with gender stereotypes and wider societal perceptions, 
professionals’ attitudes towards boys and young men can be less 
protective than towards girls.  

 

• Professionals working with sexually exploited boys and young men 
found that they are more likely to express their anger and trauma 
externally and be labelled as ‘aggressive’, ‘violent’, or an ‘offender’, 
whereas girls are more likely to internalise their distress. 

 

• Male service users were more likely to be referred by criminal 
justice agencies and less  likely to be referred by social services 
and education. Very few males or females were referred by health 
services.                                        Hidden in Plain Sight, 2014 

 

 



The Global Impact of CSE Trauma 



Supporting Young People at risk  
of CSE 

With own increased awareness of issues 
• Sexual Exploitation is ABUSE – not a lifestyle choice 

• Young people will rarely disclose exploitation 

• Ability to identify Vulnerability Factors, Indicators, and Push/Pull factors 

 

Multi Agency response 
• Package of support based on sound assessment and early intervention 

• Reduction of presenting risk indicators 

• Increased awareness of young persons own rights  and awareness 

 

Engagement with communities 
 Role of residential community – eyes and ears 

 Role of night time economy – locations, facilitation 



What to Remember 

 CSE is NOT new. It is a form of Child Sexual Abuse and should 
be treated as a child protection issue/concern 

 Young people CANNOT choose to be exploited – CSE is NOT a 
lifestyle choice 

 

 CSE can be organised between  

-   One victim and One perpetrator 

- Multiple victims (known and not known to one another) and  

- Multiple perpetrators and multiple victims  

 

 ALWAYS take appropriate advice and share any concerns with a 
line manager 

 It is everyone’s responsibility for reporting concerns – no matter 
how small 



 What training do I need? 

 What training do my  

   mentors need? 

 How should the mentor 

   training be delivered? 




